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6 Standardized spent fuel facilities, 10 CFR parts 71 and 72 Certificates of Compliance and related Quality Assurance program 
approvals, and special reviews, such as topical reports, are not assessed an annual fee because the generic costs of regulating 
these activities are primarily attributable to users of the designs, certificates, and topical reports. 

7 Licensees in this category are not assessed an annual fee because they are charged an annual fee in other categories while 
they are licensed to operate. 

8 No annual fee is charged because it is not practical to administer due to the relatively short life or temporary nature of the li-
cense. 

9 Separate annual fees will not be assessed for pacemaker licenses issued to medical institutions that also hold nuclear medi-
cine licenses under fee categories 7.B. or 7.C. 

10 This includes Certificates of Compliance issued to the U.S. Department of Energy that are not funded from the Nuclear 
Waste Fund. 

11 See § 171.15(c). 
12 See § 171.15(c). 
13 No annual fee is charged for this category because the cost of the general license registration program applicable to li-

censes in this category will be recovered through 10 CFR part 170 fees. 
14 Persons who possess radium sources that are used for operational purposes in another fee category are not also subject to 

the fees in this category. (This exception does not apply if the radium sources are possessed for storage only.) 
15 Licensees paying annual fees under category 1.A., 1.B., and 1.E. are not subject to the annual fees for categories 1.C., 

1.D., and 1.F. for sealed sources authorized in the license. 

(e) The fee-relief adjustment allo-
cated to annual fees includes the budg-
eted resources for the activities listed 
in paragraph (e)(1) of this section, plus 
the total budgeted resources for the ac-
tivities included in paragraphs (e)(2) 
and (3) of this section, as reduced by 
the appropriations the NRC receives 
for these types of activities. If the 
NRC’s appropriations for these types of 
activities are greater than the budg-
eted resources for the activities in-
cluded in paragraphs (e)(2) and (3) of 
this section for a given FY, a negative 
fee-relief adjustment (or annual fee re-
duction) will be allocated to annual 
fees. The activities comprising the FY 
2013 fee-relief adjustment are as fol-
lows: 

(1) Low-level waste disposal generic 
activities; 

(2) Activities not attributable to an 
existing NRC licensee or class of li-
censes (e.g., international cooperative 
safety program and international safe-
guards activities, support for the 
Agreement State program); and 

(3) Activities not currently subject to 
10 CFR part 170 licensing and inspec-
tion fees based on existing law or Com-
mission policy (e.g., reviews and in-
spections conducted of nonprofit edu-
cational institutions, costs that would 
not be collected from small entities 
based on Commission policy in accord-
ance with the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act, 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq., regulatory sup-
port for Agreement States, generic de-
commissioning/reclamation activities 
for fee classes other than power reac-
tors and spent fuel storage/reactor de-
commissioning, the in-situ leach rule-

making, and activities for unregistered 
general licensees). 

[64 FR 31476, June 10, 1999; 64 FR 38816, July 
20, 1999] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 171.16, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

§ 171.17 Proration. 
Annual fees will be prorated for NRC 

licensees as follows: 
(a) Reactors, 10 CFR part 72 licensees 

who do not hold 10 CFR part 50 li-
censes, and materials licenses with an-
nual fees of $100,000 or greater for a sin-
gle fee category. 

(1) New licenses. The annual fees for 
new licenses for power reactors, non- 
power reactors, 10 CFR part 72 licens-
ees who do not hold a 10 CFR part 50 li-
cense, and materials licenses with an-
nual fees of $100,000 or greater for a sin-
gle fee category for the current FY, 
that are subject to fees under this part 
and are granted a license to operate on 
or after October 1 of a FY, are prorated 
on the basis of the number of days re-
maining in the FY. Thereafter, the full 
annual fee is due and payable each sub-
sequent FY. 

(2) Terminations. The base operating 
power reactor annual fee for operating 
reactor licensees who have requested 
amendment to withdraw operating au-
thority permanently during the FY 
will be prorated based on the number of 
days during the FY the license was in 
effect before docketing of the certifi-
cations for permanent cessation of op-
erations and permanent removal of fuel 
from the reactor vessel or when a final 
legally effective order to permanently 
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cease operations has come into effect. 
The spent fuel storage/reactor decom-
missioning annual fee for reactor li-
censees who permanently cease oper-
ations and have permanently removed 
fuel from the site during the FY will be 
prorated on the basis of the number of 
days remaining in the FY after dock-
eting of both the certifications of per-
manent cessation of operations and 
permanent removal of fuel from the 
site. The spent fuel storage/reactor de-
commissioning annual fee will be pro-
rated for those 10 CFR part 72 licensees 
who do not hold a 10 CFR part 50 li-
cense who request termination of the 
10 CFR part 72 license and permanently 
cease activities authorized by the li-
cense during the FY based on the num-
ber of days the license was in effect be-
fore receipt of the termination request. 
The annual fee for materials licenses 
with annual fees of $100,000 or greater 
for a single fee category for the current 
FY will be prorated based on the num-
ber of days remaining in the FY when 
a termination request or a request for 
a possession-only license is received by 
the NRC, provided the licensee perma-
nently ceased licensed activities during 
the specified period. 

(3) Downgraded licenses. The annual 
fee for a materials license with an an-
nual fee of $100,000 or greater for a sin-
gle fee category for the current FY, 
that is subject to fees under this part 
and downgraded on or after October 1 
of a FY, is automatically prorated by 
the agency on the basis of the number 
of days remaining in the FY when the 
application for downgrade is received 
and approved by the NRC, provided the 
licensee permanently ceased the stated 
activities during the specified period. 

(b) Materials licenses (excluding 10 
CFR part 72 licenses and materials li-
cense with annual fees of $100,000 or 
greater for a single fee category, in-
cluded in § 171.17(a)). 

(1) New licenses. The annual fee for a 
materials license that is subject to fees 
under this part and issued on or after 
October 1 of the FY is prorated on the 
basis of when the NRC issues the new 
license. New licenses issued during the 
period October 1 through March 31 of 
the FY will be assessed one-half the an-
nual fee for that FY. New licenses 
issued on or after April 1 of the FY will 

not be assessed an annual fee for that 
FY. Thereafter, the full fee is due and 
payable each subsequent FY. 

(2) Terminations. The annual fee will 
be prorated for licenses for which a ter-
mination request or a request for a 
POL has been received on or after Oc-
tober 1 of a FY on the basis of when the 
application for termination or POL is 
received by the NRC provided the li-
censee permanently ceased licensed ac-
tivities during the specified period. Li-
censes for which applications for ter-
mination or POL are filed during the 
period October 1 through March 31 of 
the FY are assessed one-half the an-
nual fee for the applicable cat-
egory(ies) for that FY. Licenses for 
which applications for termination or 
POL are filed on or after April 1 of the 
FY are assessed the full annual fee for 
that FY. Materials licenses transferred 
to a new Agreement State during the 
FY are considered terminated by the 
NRC, for annual fee purposes, on the 
date that the Agreement with the 
State becomes effective; therefore, the 
same proration provisions will apply as 
if the licenses were terminated. 

(3) Downgraded licenses. (i) The an-
nual fee for a materials license that is 
subject to fees under this part and 
downgraded on or after October 1 of a 
FY is automatically prorated on the 
basis of the date when the application 
for downgrade is received and approved 
by the NRC, provided the licensee per-
manently ceased the stated activities 
during the specified period. 

(ii) Annual fees for licenses for which 
applications to downgrade are filed 
during the period October 1 through 
March 31 of the FY will be prorated as 
follows: 

(A) Licenses for which applications 
have been filed to reduce the scope of 
the license from a higher fee cat-
egory(ies) to a lower fee category(ies) 
will be assessed one-half the annual fee 
for the higher fee category and one-half 
the annual fee for the lower fee cat-
egory(ies), and, if applicable, the full 
annual fee for fee categories not af-
fected by the downgrade; and 

(B) Licenses with multiple fee cat-
egories for which applications have 
been filed to downgrade by deleting a 
fee category will be assessed one-half 
the annual fee for the fee category 
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being deleted and the full annual fee 
for the remaining categories. 

(iii) Licenses for which applications 
to downgrade are filed on or after April 
1 of the FY are assessed the full fee for 
that FY. 

[72 FR 31431, June 6, 2007, as amended at 77 
FR 35835, June 15, 2012] 

§ 171.19 Payment. 
(a) Method of payment. Annual fee 

payments, made payable to the U.S. 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, are to 
be made in U.S. funds by electronic 
funds transfer such as ACH (Automated 
Clearing House) using EDI (Electronic 
Data Interchange), check, draft, money 
order, or credit card. Federal agencies 
may also make payment by the On-line 
Payment and Collection System 
(OPAC’s). Where specific payment in-
structions are provided on the invoices 
to applicants and licensees, payment 
should be made accordingly, e.g. in-
voices of $5,000 or more should be paid 
via ACH through NRC’s Lockbox Bank 
at the address indicated on the invoice. 
Credit card payments should be made 
up to the limit established by the cred-
it card bank, in accordance with spe-
cific instructions provided with the in-
voices, to the Lockbox Bank des-
ignated for credit card payments. In 
accordance with Department of the 
Treasury requirements, refunds will 
only be made upon receipt of informa-
tion on the payee’s financial institu-
tion and bank accounts. 

(b) Annual fees in the amount of 
$100,000 or more and described in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER document issued 
under § 171.13, must be paid in quarterly 
installments of 25 percent as billed by 
the NRC. The quarters begin on Octo-
ber 1, January 1, April 1, and July 1 of 
each fiscal year. The NRC will adjust 
the fourth quarterly invoice to recover 
the full amount of the revised annual 
fee. If the amounts collected in the 
first three quarters exceed the amount 
of the revised annual fee, the overpay-
ment will be refunded. Licensees whose 
annual fee for the previous fiscal year 
was less than $100,000 (billed on the an-
niversary date of the license), and 
whose revised annual fee for the cur-
rent fiscal year is $100,000 or greater 
(subject to quarterly billing), will be 
issued a bill upon publication of the 

final rule for the full amount of the re-
vised annual fee for the current fiscal 
year, less any payments received for 
the current fiscal year based on the an-
niversary date billing process. 

(c) Annual fees that are less than 
$100,000 are billed on the anniversary 
date of the license. For annual fee pur-
poses, the anniversary date of the li-
cense is considered to be the first day 
of the month in which the original li-
cense was issued by the NRC. Licensees 
that are billed on the license anniver-
sary date will be assessed the annual 
fee in effect on the anniversary date of 
the license. Materials licenses subject 
to the annual fee that are terminated 
during the fiscal year but before the 
anniversary month of the license will 
be billed upon termination for the fee 
in effect at the time of the billing. New 
materials licenses subject to the an-
nual fee will be billed in the month the 
license is issued or in the next avail-
able monthly billing for the fee in ef-
fect on the anniversary date of the li-
cense. Thereafter, annual fees for new 
licenses will be assessed in the anniver-
sary month of the license. 

(d) Annual Fees of less than $100,000 
must be paid as billed by the NRC. Ma-
terials license annual fees that are less 
than $100,000 are billed on the anniver-
sary date of the license. The materials 
licensees that are billed on the anni-
versary date of the license are those 
covered by fee categories 1.C., 1.D., 
1.F., 2.A.(2) through 2.A.(5), 2.B. 
through 2.F., 3.A. through 3.F., and 3.H. 
through 9.D. 

(e) Payment is due on the invoice 
date and interest accrues from the date 
of the invoice. However, interest will 
be waived if payment is received within 
30 days from the invoice date. 

[65 FR 36968, June 12, 2000, as amended at 66 
FR 32478, June 14, 2001; 71 FR 30755, May 30, 
2006; 71 FR 33190, June 8, 2006; 72 FR 31432, 
June 6, 2007; 78 FR 39491, July 1, 2013] 

§ 171.21 [Reserved] 

§ 171.23 Enforcement. 
If any person required to pay the an-

nual fee fails to pay when the fee is 
due, or files a false certification with 
respect to qualifying as a small entity 
under the Regulatory Flexibility Cri-
teria, the Commission may refuse to 
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